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Good evening, everyone and thank you for coming along to the 2022 

Parish meeting. My name is Richard Harris and I am the Chair of 

Shrewton Parish Council. 

 

A Parish Meeting is normally held every year between 1st March and 1st 

June, however due to COVID restrictions it was not possible to hold a 

meeting in 2020 and 2021 so this year’s meeting is extra welcome in 

being another step on the road towards a return to normality. 

 

Although this is not a Parish Council meeting, I would first like to 

introduce those members of the Parish Council who are present - due to 

work commitments two of our members – Nick and Tim - cannot be here; 

all our Councillors are unpaid volunteers and I would like to thank them 

for the time and effort they put in to supporting the Parish Council’s work  

 

What has the Council been involved with over the last year? 

 

Planning. The Parish Council is a consultee for local planning 

applications – the final decision is made by Wiltshire Council. Over the 

last year, the Parish Council was consulted on 26 planning applications 

with 5 supported, 17 no objections raised, 3 not commented on and 1 

objected to. In addition, it submitted two objections to the planning 

inspectorate regarding appeals against Wiltshire Council’s refusal of 

planning consent. 

 

Highway improvements. A highway Improvement request for a dropped 

kerb at the top end of footpath 22 (which runs from the High Street, past 

the Methodist Chapel and onto Upper Backway) was made to the 

Amesbury Community Area Transport Group (CATG). This request was 

successful and improves access to the footpath for those with buggies 

and other wheeled mobility aids. Other CATG requests ‘in progress’ 

include the widening of the footpath by the bus shelter opposite 

Catherine Court – the current footpath is too narrow to be used by a 

mobility scooter - improvements to the virtual footpath by the Co-op, 

action to be taken to protect a property in Tanners Lane that is regularly 

struck by HGVs and traffic calming in the London Road. The Parish 

Council is also pressing Wiltshire Council to progress the resurfacing of 

the High St. 



 

Grants. The Parish Council can award grants to local organisations. This 

year the Council gave £300.00 to local organisations (£250.00 to WI for 

flower tubs, £50.00 to the Silver Band for Remembrance Day) and 

another £5,000 awarded but not yet drawn (to the Social Club for repairs 

to be made to the roof). If a local organisation feels it would benefit from 

a grant the Parish Council is there to support you – even if we cannot 

fulfil your request we may be able to point you towards another source of 

funds, such as the Amesbury Area Board - the Parish Council submitted 

a grant request to the Amesbury Area Board for £753.00 to assist with 

bus shelter repairs, this was successful and repairs will be undertaken 

this summer. 

 

Litter bins. Over the last few years, the Parish Council has installed 21 

litter bins to supplement the litter bins provided by Wiltshire Council. This 

past year these additional bins cost £1,080.00 to be emptied, however 

they are well used and in some locations two bins have been installed 

due to one bin being insufficient. 

 

Hedges and verges. Not all our hedges and grass verges are maintained 

by Wiltshire Council so the Parish Council has its own contractor to look 

after some of the other areas. This year the cost of this service was 

£3,085. 

 

The Parish Council has also liaised with various partners to progress 

other repairs and improvements. This includes the repair of the ford at 

Bourton Bridge, repairs to stiles and repairs to the Blind House – 

although the Blind House looks quite substantial the roof was noticed to 

be leaking. As it is Grade II listed a specialist was called in to assess its 

condition, a detailed 17-page report has been produced with 

recommendations on work required to the building and its surroundings, 

including the nearby milestone. 

 

As part of the commemoration for the Platinum Jubilee the Parish 

Council’s Project Working Group has instigated a Parish Council plan 

which includes the installation of informative signs to be installed near 

local landmarks and points of interest. 

 

 



For many years the local branch of the Royal British Legion organised 

the Remembrance Day parade, however due to an incident elsewhere it 

is no longer able to do this so for 2021 the Parish Council took over the 

organisation of the parade. This is something that the Parish Council will 

continue to do so that Shrewton may continue to honour those who laid 

down their lives for their country. 

 

The members of the Parish Council also attend meetings (either in 

person or via Zoom) with other bodies. These include Neighbourhood 

Policing Team meetings, the Community Area Transport Group (now 

renamed to Local Highways & Footpaths Improvement Group), the 

Amesbury Area Board and the A303 Stonehenge local community 

forum. In addition, Councillors and the Parish Clerk attend various 

training events. 

 

There are also the everyday items, such as budgeting, setting the 

precept, arranging insurance, asset management, policy implementation 

and reviews which every administrative body has to fulfil, be it a council 

or a business. In addition to these duties, the Parish Council has 

assisted residents with concerns, for those concerns which it cannot 

resolve itself it has either contacted the relevant authorities or directed 

the enquirer towards somebody better placed to assist. 

 

Although Shrewton Parish Council has eleven seats it currently has only 

6 Councillors, five of whom were elected ‘uncontested’ at the May 2021 

local council elections, with Nick Sage joining the Council by co-option 

shortly afterwards. This means the Council is running at 55% capacity, 

with five empty seats. Approximately 50% of Shrewton are ladies but 

currently there are no ladies on the Parish Council! Also, all Parish 

Councillors are volunteers and sometimes are unable to make Council 

meetings due to work or other commitments; there must be a minimum 

of four councillors at a meeting for decisions to be made so we are 

sometimes very close to not being able to carry out Council business. As 

can be seen from the above list of the work we do there is a lot going on 

behind the scenes so if you are interested in helping your community or 

have sometimes thought ‘I could do that’ we would like to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 



I now come to the financial report… 

 

The opening balance on 01.04.2021 was £46,001 

Income to the Council (including precept of £10,000) was £11,708 

Expenditure was £14,020 

And the closing balance on 31.03.22 was £43,689 

 

 

Of the closing balance allocated reserves include: - 

Traffic   £21,875 

Footpaths  £5,000 

CIL monies  £4,778 

Flood    £595 

War Memorial £500 

General  £6,000 

Allocated grant £5,000 

   £43,748 

 

This concludes the annual report. 


